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As I write this message, it is a beautiful, early Saturday
morning, the sun is just rising on the horizon on a
cloudless, light-blue sky, a water skier is carving the
mirror-like, calm surface of the lake, a loon is watching
the skier and hoping the boat does not come too close, a
gull is soaring and squawking, and neighbors on the island
are having guests for the weekend (our guests left
yesterday).  A great time to be at the lake. 

For the second time, we had the Annual Meeting on a
different date (July 15) from the Gala (July 24).   In the
second year of this arrangement, the attendance improved
by 60% to 51 member attendees, so the idea is catching
on.  Read more about the Annual Meeting and the
financial summary later in this issue.  With that annual
meeting, Kevin Egan, who has been a GCOLA board
member since 2013, is leaving the Board.  Kevin has been
a key member of the Board serving as Gala Silent Auction
Chair in 2014 and as Gala Chair in 2015.  He also served
on the Executive Committee.  We all extend a sincere

THANK YOU TO KEVIN for his dedicated service to
GCOLA!  

The 6th annual Gala event was again a great success.  The
event had over 300 attendees who listened to the
entertainment of Dos Guys.  An informal demographic
survey at the start of the program showed that about 25%
of the audience were first time Gala attendees and about
15% of the audience had attended all six Gala events.
Prizes of MN Lottery tickets were presented to the
member that had lived on the Gull Chain the longest (82
years!!!); to the newest member on the Gull Chain (1
month), and to the member or guest that lived farthest
from the Gull Chain.  That was a close contest as we had
a visitor from Paris, France (the winner) and also a visitor
from London, England.  Wow, we are getting
international appeal!!  Thank you to the Gala Chair,
Chuck Herrig and his Gala Committee for the excellent
planning and smooth operation with no panics.  Thank
you also to Steve Allex as Silent Auction Chair and John
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Ingleman as Raffle Chair.  Read more about the Gala in
Chuck Herrig’s article and look at the great photos by
Mary Gibson. 

Here is some disturbing AIS news that we found out about
at the ACCL (Association of Cass County Lakes) meeting
on July 28.  It was reported that Eurasian Milfoil has been
found at the city public access in Longville on Girl Lake
of the Woman Lake Chain.   Supposedly, the milfoil was
spotted late last summer but was not reported to anyone
to confirm the infestation.  We will provide additional
information as we get it on the GCOLA website.
Alarming for our Gull Chain as we now have Eurasian
Milfoil within one hour of our chain both north and south
of us.   If you spot anything suspicious regarding milfoil,
please report it to the DNR or one of our two AIS
Inspectors, Sheila Johnston or Julie Hepburn.

One last item.  This is my last Chair’s Message for this
great newsletter.  My three year term as GCOLA Chair is
completed as of August 8 and I did not seek re-election
for another three year term.  I thank you for having the
privilege of serving as your Chair for the Board of
Directors.  This past three years has been interesting, a lot
of good things have happened, and it has been very
rewarding.  We have a great GCOLA Board team that is
dedicated to our lakes mission.  I thank our Board for their
support and cooperation.  It is exciting that the Board
unanimously approved Chuck Herrig as the new GCOLA
Chair and Bill Brekken as the new GCOLA Vice-Chair.  

Please enjoy the serenity and beauty of our Gull Chain of
Lakes the rest of the summer and into the peaceful,
colorful early fall.  

A sincere thank you,
Uldis
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This is the second year since we started having the
GCOLA Annual Meeting held on a different day than the
Gala.  The GCOLA Board wanted to give our members
additional time at the annual meeting to get information
on various association topics, have discussions and ask
questions rather than squeezing all of this into a rushed
30 minute meeting.  We had very good representation at
the Annual Meeting on Saturday, July 15 at Lutheran
Church of the Cross and had coffee, water and lots of
donuts for everyone.  Attendance increased by almost 60%
from 2016 to a total of 51.  It looks like the idea of a
separate Annual Meeting is catching on.  

Three current Board members, Rosemary Goff, Linda
Harrier and John Ingleman were re-elected for three-year
terms.  Kevin Egan did not request re-election for another
three-year term.  New Board members that were ratified
by the membership were Bill Brekken and Steve Frawley.
Speakers at the annual meeting were Sarah Fogderud from
AW Research Labs on the safe drinking water testing
program, Tim Plude, DNR AIS Specialist gave us an AIS
update and Mary Kay Larson give us an update on the
Corps of Engineers projects at Gull
Lake.  Proposed GCOLA By-Law
changes, which provided
simplifications and clarifications to
the current by-laws, were approved
by the membership.  Committee
chairs communicated reports on
committee activities for AIS, Gala,
Communications, Environment,
Finance/Audit, Fisheries, Legislative,
Membership and Safety &
Recreation.  

A financial summary for the first
half of 2017, the 2017 budget and
2016 actuals were also presented as
shown in the figure below.   For the
first half of 2017, on the income
side, dues and donations are looking
good with 90% and 88% of budget
already achieved by mid-year.  On
the expense side for the first half, all
categories are running near norm
except “Other”, which included a

$5K donation to the DNR for a snow track for a donated
ATV to better move through the ice and snow in the
winter time.   Note that over 50% of the Expense budget
is for Environmental/AIS projects.  These include AIS boat
inspects, AIS plant surveys, AIS plant eradication, MN
AIS Research Center donation, AIS contingency fund,
shoreline restoration, and water quality monitoring.  We
expect to close 2017 with an improvement on the $7K net
loss that was budgeted.  For the Endowment Fund, we will
have our year-end donations appeal.  The Endowment
Fund has had good performance increasing from $217K
year-end 2016 to $239K mid-term 2017.

At the May GCOLA Board meeting, I had notified the
Board that I would not be seeking another three-year term
as Chair of GCOLA.  The Nominating Committee
worked with the Board members and at the Annual
Meeting were able to announce that the Board had elected
Chuck Herrig as the new Board Chair and Bill Brekken
as the new Board Vice-Chair.  Chuck and Bill will assume
their new duties effective August 9 at the Board meeting.
Congratulations to Chuck and Bill!
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This year's winner of the GALA's Grand Prize Raffle Trip is the Rev. Terry Frovik. Terry and his wife, Pauline Gustafson,
purchased a home in Lake Shore when he retired in 2011. Steve Frawley, a GCOLA Board Member and neighbor,
invited Terry & Pauline to the Gala and sold Terry the winning ticket!  While officially retired, Terry went back to
work at Bethesda Lutheran Church, Malmo, MN this past year as their Interim Pastor. Happily, he retires again on
Sept. 1st. Terry & Pauline are members of Lutheran Church of the Cross and love the people and the Lakes and Pines
of the Brainerd Lakes Area. The Frovik's are seriously considering the trip to the Greek Islands.
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Our sixth annual gala was held on Monday evening, July 24 at
Grandview Lodge. Over three hundred guests wined, dined and
bid on fabulous items in our silent auction. Many thanks to our
local business partners and individual members who donated
items to ensure our auction was a success. The silent auction
raised over $14,000. Thanks to Steve Alex and the silent auction
team for leading this huge effort.

Our trip raffle tickets sold out before the gala even began! Please
see the separate article by John Ingleman on this year’s trip
winner. Thanks to John for coordinating the trip raffle this year.

A new twist to our program this year was the addition of the
singing duo Dos Guys. Brian and Tim kept the audience
entertained with storytelling and terrific music. 

Finally a big thanks goes to our GCOLA members who have
supported the gala year after year. The gala is our association’s
single fund raising event and is a key component to providing
financial support for all that the lake association does in
maintaining water quality and water safety. 

Watch for next year’s gala to be announced in the months
ahead. 

If you have a passion for event planning and are interested
helping plan and coordinate next summer’s gala, we would love
to hear from you. Please contact us through our website,
gcola.org or reach out to one of our board members. 
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We want to give a big thanks to all of the sponsors who made our annual Gala silent auction another big success.
The many wonderful silent auction items generated over $14,000 in sales.

3 Cheers Hospitality
Steve and Kathy Allex
American Family Insurance, 

Rollo Winegartner Agency
Anytime Fitness
Aprils Hair Design
Arrowwood Lodge
AW Research Laboratories
Bar Harbor Supper Club
Baxter Insurance Group, Darrell Pulak
Belle Cheveux Salon and Spa
Uldis and Pat Birznieks
Blackridge Bank
Boats and Beyond Rentals
Boomer Bait & Tackle
Bradow Dock Service
Brainerd Propeller Inc
Brothers Motorsports
Carlson Hardware
Cash Wise Liquors
The Chocolate Ox
Christmas Point Wild Rice Co.
Cragun's Golf and Resort
Crow Wing Power
Cub Foods
D.H. Docks and Tracks

Deerwood Bank
Destiny Cruises
Dondelinger Automotive
Edina Realty, Nina Karsky, 

Mike Kennedy, Brad and Matt Wadsten
Edina Realty, David Mernin/Barrato Bros at

Harbor Place
Elite Detailing & Marine
Ernie's on Gull
Eunice Naomi Wiebolt
Gibson Girl Photography, Mary Gibson
Rosemary Goff & Bob Torborg
Grandview Lodge & Resort
Gull Dam Brewery, 

Mark and Barbara Anderson
Gull Lake Marina
Chuck and Lori Herrig
Indulge Your Senses
It's Fit For You
Jake's City Grill
Joyce Kamstra
Kurilla Real Estate
Lake Fun Rentals
Landsburg Nursery
Roger Landsburg
Leisure Outdoor Adventures

Lindner Media Productions
Madden’s on Gull Lake
Martin’s Sports Shop
Maxson Family
David and Jan McNair
Mike's Tree Company
Minnesota Inboard Watersports
Morey’s Seafood Market
Nisswa Marine
Papa Murphy’s Pizza, Joel and Jane Meyer
Power Lodge
Quarterdeck Resort
Vicki Randall Salon
Riverwood Bank
Sandy Beach Resort
SBS International, Paul Goff
Schaefer's Foods
Spirits of Nisswa
Structures International
Superior Shores Resort, 

Melinda and Joe Re
Ann Swenson
Triangle Stores
Mary Tuomi Art Gallery
Turtletown Books and Gies
Westside Liquor

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS...

THANKS TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS
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WALLEYE LEVEL ($750 +)

NORTHERN LEVEL ($500 - $749)

Chuck and Lori Herrig

Maxson Family

AW Research Laboratories

Roger Landsburg
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I’m honored to join the Gull Chain of Lakes
Association (GCOLA) Board of Directors. My
wife, two sons and I have been visiting and liv-
ing on Lake Margaret since 1999 where I’ve
enjoyed golf, tennis, fishing, skiing and ice
hockey. My career as a Human Resource and
Learning and Development executive has pro-
vided me with an opportunity to live in
Germany, South Korea and more recently,
China.  I have a Doctorate degree in
Organization Learning and Development
from St Thomas University and have served as
an adjunct faculty member at several US and
international universities.  Finally, I’m proud
to have served in the US Army Special Forces.

Engaged in a number of volunteer organizations, I enjoy the camaraderie of working with others while giving back
to the community. This is what drew me to work with the dedicated and enthusiastic members of the GCOLA board.
We have a lot of work ahead of us with increasing threats from aquatic invasive species as well as other challenges. I’m
eager to contribute to the protection of our valuable resources in the Gull Chain of Lakes.
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MNCOLA, which is the over-arching lake association
organization for the state of Minnesota, held its annual
meeting on June 7 in St. Cloud.  About 25 – 30 different
lake associations were represented.  Key items covered in
the meeting were the following:

   1. Update on the Wright County (Annandale)
Regional Inspection Pilot Project - This is a 5 year project
for mandatory regional inspection and decontamination
funded in part by a $600K Initiative Foundation Grant.
After being designated as starry stonewort infested, the
Greater Lake Sylvia Association stepped up to not only
manage the infestation, but to develop a regional inspec-
tion program to reduce the chance of spreading starry
stonewort to other lakes. They set out to require 100%
inspection and if necessary, cleaning of boats that enter
lakes in the program. The Wright County Board unani-
mously approved the program and created an ordinance.
The project is expected to start in late July but must be
approved by the DNR Commissioner.  Inspections will
be in-bound only as the out-bound inspections were not
approved by the County Commissioners.  The mandato-

ry decontamination is a two-step process with a 2%
hydrogen peroxide “cleaning” bath for starry stonewort
and a hot water decon for zebra mussels.  The land for the
decontamination site was donated by the city of
Annandale.  If successful, and propagated state-wide, this
could greatly increase AIS prevention efforts in
Minnesota while dramatically lowering the costs of trying
to cover all of Minnesota's more than 3,000 public
accesses and thousands of private and commercial access
sites.

   2. Highlights from the presentation by Mike
McCartney, zebra mussel expert at the Minnesota AIS
Research Center, on zebra mussels were the following:
Mille Lacs has 3 TRILLION zebra mussels that has
resulted in 50 – 75% drop in the zooplankton biomass.
Minnesota has 28 rivers and 103 lakes with zebra mussels
(32 new in 2016), which is 2nd highest in the US.
McCartney has sampled 10 lakes in MN including Gull
Lake for the zebra mussels and performed genetic testing.
Per that testing, Mille Lacs is NOT the source for 35
lakes invaded after 2005, including Gull.



Winnebigoshish and Cass Lake probably were infested
from a Crow Wing County lake (Gull).  Crow Wing
County lakes (including Gull) were probably infested
from the Mississippi River (Lake Pepin).  Fishing boats
might have 50 – 100 veligers after they leave the water
and maybe 1 or 2 might survive.  Per his research, docks
and lifts have hundreds of zebra mussels and they have a
much higher survival rate.  McCartney thus postulates
that the highest risk are docks and lifts.  MNCOLA
members disagreed.  McCartney currently is doing
research on calcification genes that would destroy the
shell of the zebra mussel.

   3. David Majkrzak, from the Minnesotan’s for
Family Fishing and Healthy Lakes,  provided  zebra mus-
sel/AIS Data for MN Lakes.  His message was “Let’s face
it, we have more than a 1.8% problem (as communicated
by the DNR) regarding AIS in Minnesota lakes”.   He
provided the following information on lake size versus %
of lakes with zebra mussels and with other AIS.   He
noted that a higher % of muskie lakes have zebra mussels
and other AIS compared to non-muskie lakes and that a
higher % of introduced muskie lakes have zebra mussels
and other AIS compared to native muskie lakes.
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                                                        Only Zebra Mussels                         + Other AIS
                                                                                                                  ZM, SS, E. MIL.,F Snail)
All MN Lakes                                  210/11842   =   1.8 %                       592/11842   =   5.0 % 
Over 10 Acres                                  197/9035   =   2.2 %                        465/9035   =   5.1 % 
Over 100 Acres                               158/3124   =   5.1 %                        364/3164   =   11.5 %
Over 500 Acres                               92/704       =   13.2 %                      187/704   =   26.6 % 

With DNR Access                 120/1188   =   10.1 %                     N/A
Over 10 Acres                                N/A                                                N/A 
Over 100 Acres                              N/A                                                N/A 
Over 500 Acres                              N/A                                                 N/A 

All Muskie Lakes                 23/112   =   20.5 %                         57/112   =  50.9 %
Native                                           8/45       =   18.0 %                         10/45   =   22.0 %
Introduced                                     15/67     =   22.4 %                           47/67   =   70.1 %

Otter Tail County Lakes          23/1040   =   2.2 %                         N/A
Over 10 Acres                                23/964     =   2.4 %                          N/A
Over 100 Acres                              21/203     =   10.3 %                        N/A
Over 500 Acres                              14/56       =   25.0 %                       N/A

   4. Jeff Forester, Executive Director for the Minnesota
Lakes and Rivers Alliance, provided a legislative update on
lake-related items as follows:
The legislative process this session was very chaotic; many
legislators did not know what was in some of the bills.  The
AIS Inspection funding to the counties went untouched
– was very solid.  Funding was approved for the MAISRC
for $400K/year from the General Fund for 2 years.  This
is a start for sustained funding for the MAISRC.  The Gull
Lake service provider’s amendment was approved.  MN
DNR EcoWaters (AIS) funding was restored to 2016 levels
but will be sliding into the RED.  The DNR will not be
able to increase restore or increase grant programs, AIS
inspection or AIS education efforts.

Snowmobile, hunting & fishing user fees were increased
but there was no increase for the $5 AIS surcharge on 3-
year boat registration.  (GCOLA recommended a small
increase in that funding).  The tax bill did not include sales
tax exemption for lake associations working to manage
aquatic invasive plants in public waters as recommended
by MLRA.  At the state level, lake associations are still
viewed as being the ”wealthy elite “ and wanting to keep
people off “their” lake.  Forester indicated that one of the
goals of MLRA is to change that perception.
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All DNR stocked walleye in Gull Lake and lakes in the
surrounding Brainerd Lakes area come from the Pine River
Hatchery near the mouth of Upper Whitefish Lake. 

This spring’s walleye egg take operation from the Pine
River Hatchery was highly successful with 83 million eggs
taken. This equates to 700 quarts of walleye eggs. 

The hatch rate for those eggs was also above average at
77%.

Every Spring Gull Lake is stocked with 2.8 million walleye
fry from that Pine River operation. Thanks to the surplus
from the most recent spring hatch, Gull Lake received 5
million fry, almost double the number of walleye fry
usually stocked. 

Those walleye fry were stocked in the main lake basins of
Gull Lake, Upper Gull, Margaret and Nisswa Lakes. 

As mentioned in our Winter Newsletter, the DNR
conducts a lake survey in Gull Lake every year. The DNR
will monitor whether this year’s walleye stocking increase
will result in more adult walleye from this 2017 year class.

The walleye fry stocked in this spring will reach 6 inches
in length by fall. Those that survive will reach adult size
(approximately 14 inches) in 3 years. 

The DNR is proposing a new northern pike regulation for
this area, not specific to just Gull Lake, in 2018. The goal
is to increase the number of trophy size northern pike.
Regulations proposed are to increase the limit to 10 small
northern pike up to 22”, immediate release of all northern
pike 22 to 26” and limit of 2 northern pike over 26”.

Largemouth bass population continues to be very strong
per the most recent electrofishing survey. In fact several
walleyes were also sampled in this most recent
electrofishing survey. Electrofishing surveys are used for
sampling fish that are difficult to net through traditional
means. 
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$175,000 

$150,000
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$100,000

$25,000

In partnership with the Initiative Foundation, GCOLA
established a perpetual Endowment Fund.  The fund is
intended to provide long-term funding to support the
stewardship activities o GCOLA to preserve and improve
the ecosystem of the Gull Chain off Lakes.  It’s also a
wonderful opportunity to leave a legacy for those who will
enjoy this area for years to come.

We currently have just over $243,000 in the fund, which
includes a $50,000 matching grant from the Initiative
Foundation.  It is great to know that there is a long-term
base of financial resources through the endowment to be
able to carry out projects designed to enhance and protect
our beautiful chain of lakes.  Watch for a December mailing
seeking additional donations to this fund.

The Board again wants to thank all the many members and
friends of GCOLA for the generous support of our
endowment fund.

GCOLA BOARD 

(50,000 in donations)
(50,000 matching grant)
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For 2017 there has been an increased sense of urgency in
statewide, and with some AIS species, nationwide efforts
to control the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
As an example, the spread of zebra mussels has become a
major issue not just for Minnesota and the upper
Midwest, but for most of the United States.  A recent
article in the Minneapolis Star Tribune described that,
“Zebra mussels are in Wisconsin, California, Texas,
Louisiana, and at least twenty other states.”   The article
also cites a study from the University of Wisconsin Sea
Grant Institute that, “zebra mussels pose a multibillion-
dollar threat to North America’s industrial, agricultural,
and municipal water supplies.”

The University of Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center (MAISRC), along with the DNR, coun-
ties and lake associations such as GCOLA are working on
multiple projects to slow the migration of zebra mussels
in Minnesota and someday find a solution to eradicate
them altogether.

On top of the list of projects to slow migration of zebra
mussels and other AIS species, is increased monitoring of
public accesses and checking of boats to insure that a boat
leaving or entering Gull Lake has drained all water,
removed the drain plug during transit, and cleaned all
weeds off of the boat or trailer that may have zebra mus-
sels or other AIS weeds attached to them.  On the Gull
Chain of Lakes, GCOLA is working with the DNR, Cass
County, Crow Wing County and the City of Lake Shore
to provide inspectors at the three public access located on
County Road 77 at Zorbaz’s, Hole-In-The-Day  access on
Hwy 371 and the access located at the Corps of
Engineers site at the Gull Lake Dam.  

At the Corps of Engineers access Cass County also has a
decontamination unit that uses a high temperature, high
pressure wash to clean boats and watercraft that are leav-
ing or entering Gull Lake.  In particular, any watercraft
that has been in Gull Lake for more than two days will
likely have zebra mussel “veligers” attached to the hull.
Veligers are free swimming larvae that will attached to
anything solid such as rocks, dock posts, or boats sitting

in the water.   If you cannot access the decontamination
unit, then the DNR recommends washing the outside of
your boat, preferably with a high pressure wash at 120-
140 degrees, wipe clean and then let dry for five days
before returning your boat or watercraft to a lake that
does not have zebra mussels.     

Three years ago we had over a 5% non-compliance rate
to the DNR’s “clean, drain, dry” regulations, this year we
are less than 2%, so we have seen improvement in regards
to compliance to the statewide regulations.  And inspec-
tors at the accesses have commented that boaters are
much more cooperative today than three years ago and
understand why we need to inspect boats and all water-
craft to prevent migration of AIS species.

Researchers at the DNR and MAISRC are working on
additional methods to not only control migration of
zebra mussels, but also hold out the possibility to reduce
the population or even eradicate the mussels.  Again,
from the Minneapolis Star Tribune article, “There are
known pesticides that can kill zebra mussels, but what is
unknown is measuring the pesticides effectiveness when
applied at various doses, water temperatures and differing
durations.  The goal is to remove the guesswork for
resource managers who apply the chemicals.”  

One of the more interesting projects at MAISRC has the
potential to eradicate zebra mussels.  Researchers are
investigating using genetic bio-control techniques.  They
will determine the zebra mussel “genome” and with this
DNA model produce some type of mutant mussel that,
when released into a body of water would prevent repro-
duction of zebra mussels and eventually eradicate the
mussels from the lake.  This research is in its infancy and
will take many years to prove that it can be an effective
means to eradicate zebra mussels, and there will also need
to be considerable research studies to insure that the
introduction of a mutant mussel does not create unantic-
ipated problems to the watershed or other species of
native plants, fishes or mollusks.
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Finally, GCOLA has supported a program sponsored by
MAISRC through partnership with University of
Minnesota Extension Office to train volunteers to
become and AIS Detector.  We have had two volunteers
from the Gull Chain of Lakes take the necessary training
and have been certified to identify and report potential
aquatic invasive species.  Early detection of AIS is critical
to help us respond quickly to an AIS infestation before it
spreads to other locations on the chain of lakes.
Additional AIS Detector classes will be offered in early
2018.  If you are interested in becoming an AIS Detector,
contact a GCOLA board member for more information
on enrollment in the training class.

Our AIS prevention strategy for the Gull Chain of Lakes
is to monitor the public accesses to prevent any AIS
species from entering or leaving the lake, continued pub-
lic education and communication, early warning of intro-
duction of potential AIS species through our AIS detector
program and twice a year weed sampling at 23 specific
locations on the entire chain of lakes for detection of AIS
weeds.  We will continue these efforts while researchers at
MAISRC and the MN DNR work to deliver long term
chemical, biological, or genomic solutions to eradicate
AIS infestations.
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Research on the risks posed by microscopic zebra mussel
larvae spreading through the residual water left in
watercraft after draining is entering its second field season.

Adam Doll, graduate student at the Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) is collecting
water samples from various compartments in watercraft,
including live wells, ballast tanks, and motors, which he
will analyze for the presence of zebra mussel larvae
(veligers). These samples are being collected from Lake
Minnetonka and Gull Lake, both of which have
established zebra mussel populations. Over 200 samples
were collected in 2016, with researchers hoping to gather
200 more this year.

In partnership with the DNR’s Watercraft Inspection
Program, researchers are also analyzing data on the
presence and location of zebra mussels on different types
of boats such as fishing, wakeboard, and pontoon boats.
Partners have also been extremely important in getting
water samples from the more difficult-to-access internal
compartments of inboard and inboard/outboard motors.
Tonka Bay Marina, a marina on Lake Minnetonka,
stepped up to help Doll by providing access to watercraft
with these components.

Along with examining residual water samples for the
presence of veligers, researchers will evaluate how long
veligers can live in various water temperatures inside live
wells through lab experiments.

“Recreational boats are widely suspected to be vectors for
overland transport of zebra mussels, but we really don’t
know much about the risks of residual water,” said Doll.
“This research is working to find answers to questions like
where in the boat veligers may be getting, and whether
they’re alive.”

Results from this study may inform state inspection and
decontamination protocols, as well as help boat
manufacturers understand potential redesign options that
could reduce the risk of spread.

“Minnesota has the highest per capita watercraft
ownership in the country,” added Doll. “That’s why it’s so
important that we figure out the risks and look what we
can do to manage those risks.”

This project is funded by the Brunswick Foundation, the
Brunswick Freshwater Boat Group, and Tonka Bay
Marina, with in-kind support provided by the Minnesota
DNR. Learn more about MAISRC research on zebra
mussels on their website.

RESIDUAL WATER STUDY LOOKS AT ZEBRA MUSSEL VELIGER TRANSPORT 
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“Most of us think that going fishing is as easy as to walk down to the lake…
For over 56 million Americans with disabilities, it’s just not that easy.”

The Brained Lakes Chapter of Fishing Has No Boundaries was
formed in 2003 when members of the Gull Chain of Lakes
Association, MN DNR and Confidence Learning Center
collectively envisioned the opportunity to provide persons with
disabilities a weekend of fishing, fund and friendship.

More than 100 dedicated volunteers, boat captains and Camp
Confidence camp staff work throughout the year to make the
annual August event possible.  With the support of many
generous businesses and contributors, the Brainerd Lakes
Fishing Has No Boundaries event has developed into one of the
nation’s largest fishing events pairing persons with and without
disabilities.

The event is housed at the Confidence Learning Center with
most participants staying in the Camp’s cabins.  PaPa Murphy’s
donates pizzas on Friday evening followed by entertainment and
a camp fire with smore’s.  Fishing start’s at 9 a.m. Saturday on
both Gull and Sylvan Lakes.  S & W Bait donates all of the bait.
Noon lunch is donated by Ernies and Zorba’s for those fishing
on Gull and a lunch on the beach for those fishing on Sylvan.
A fish fry takes place Saturday evening followed by more
entertainment and smore’s by the campfire.  Anglers are able to
take home their catch, all cleaned and packaged. (We try to
limit the amount of fish to just enough to feed two people.)
During the Saturday evening program, anglers especially enjoy
being able to tell everyone their “fish tales” on how they made
their catch.  

This event would not be possible without the generous support
of our sponsors, Camp Confidence and Rod Benders Fishing
Club, many local businesses, The Corps of Engineers,
community organizations and amazing volunteers and camp
staff who put in countless hours behind the scenes and at the
event to make it all possible.  Over 150 volunteers includes over
60 boat captains who generously provide their skills, equipment
and time to ensure a safe and enjoyable event.  Other volunteers
act as 1st mates on the boats, help with the food, solicit
donations and help with other logistics.  

Fishing Has No Boundaries®, Inc. (FHNB) is a non-profit
501(c)3 organization whose goal is to open up the great
outdoors for people with disabilities through the world of
fishing. FHNB has grown as a National Organization with 27
chapters in 13 states, enabling thousands of individuals with
disabilities to participate fully in this spirit lifting, morale
booster, trouble free recreational activity.  Donations are tax
deductible.  The Brainerd chapter is one of the largest chapters
in the nation now averaging over 120 anglers per year.

Event details and photos from past events can be found at
http://www.BrainerdLakesFHNB.org.

The 2017 event will be held August 25 and 26.  If you’re
interested in volunteering for a fun weekend, give me a call!



Serving the entire Lakes Area
COMPLETE TREE CARE

• Certified Arborists • Tree Consultations
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections 

• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Free Estimates
Insured/ Certified

Tree Removal • Mulch
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal

Pruning/Trimming 

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
www.mikestreecompany.com

I often get questioned about the reason the buoys are
pulled off the lake so early in the fall.  Since I began
volunteering to work with the buoy system some 20+ years
ago, we have always pulled them around the first week of
October.  If we wait until late October it becomes too
dangerous for those working on the buoy barge.  Once the
temperatures reach the 30‘s and 40’s, the deck of the buoy
barge becomes too slippery and, if cool enough, icy.  Wind
makes it even worse.  We not only have to pull the buoys,
chains and weights out of the water, but now have to wash
the zebra mussels off of everything with a power washer.
That can be a pretty chilly job when the temperatures
drop.  

We do keep a buoy at each end of the rock pile as long as
possible.  The safety of the people removing the buoys is
the prime reason for starting the process before it gets too
cold.  I apologize if this inconveniences anyone.

Another item I would like to address is vandalism to the
entire system. In recent weeks there has been A lot of
expensive damage done to the lights and the buoys that
we use for navigation. On one Saturday night, we had
three lights broken at a cost of $150.00 per light! We also
have had buoys towed from one location to another. We
also had at one time, an individual that drove his pontoon
over an enforcement buoy, and dragged it home and all
the way into the lift. If you see anyone damaging the
buoys, please notify the sheriff ’s department or the lake
association.

Also, please remember, when on a paddle board, in a
paddle boat, or on personal watercraft, you must wear or
have with you a life jacket. Let’s try to finish the year safely
so we see each other out on the water again next year! 
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Do you have photos you’ve taken around the Gull Lake chain you’d like to share with 
other members?  We’re putting together a library of photos to be used in the GCOLA newsletter.

You will be given credit for any photos printed in the newsletter.  
Photos can be sent to Rosemary Goff at togogt@charter.net.

All photos should be supplied at the highest resolution/largest size possible, thank you.

Pileated – Dave Anderson
Ice skating – TJ Bonnett Sledding – Jay Fifield



IT’S ILLEGAL TO…
TRANSPORT aquatic plants, water, or prohibited invasive species (e.g., zebra mussels,Eurasian water milfoil).

DUMP live bait into state waters, on the shore, or on the ground.

LAUNCH or attempt to place, watercraft or trailers with aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or prohibited 

invasive species into any waters of the state. 

IT’S THE LAW!
CLEAN visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited species off of watercraft, trailers, and

equipment before transporting from any water access.

DRAIN water from the boat’s bilge, livewell, motor, ballast tanks, and portable bait containers before transport

from water access site or shoreline property.

KEEP drain plug and water draining devices open while transporting watercraft.

THANK YOU….CASS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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Robert 
Eliason

Uldis 
Birznieks

Bill
Brekken

Jay 
Chaney

Rosemary 
Goff

Steve 
Allex

You are all welcome to join us at our monthly Board of Directors meetings.   We meet at Grand View Lodge 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m.  Upcoming meeting dates are: September 13, October 11,

November 8 and December 13.  We usually adjourn around 10:00 a.m.  

Come see what we do.  

Sheila 
Johnson

John 
Ingleman

Bob 
Toborg

Chuck 
Herrig

Linda 
Harrier

Marv 
Meyer

Steve
Frawley



Mattson

COMPANY

3 MILES SOUTH OF NISSWA ON HWY 371
• FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY

“Quality Materials To Serve You Better”

Hwy. 371 South, P.O. Box 149
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

We carry a full line of building materials for all your construction needs.  
Marvin Windows ~ Acclimated Doors & more!

Mon.- Fri. 7am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - Noon

Phone: (218) 963-7470
Fax: (218) 963-7480
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Almost 50 youth took advantage of boat safety classes
offered earlier this summer.   The classes are sponsored by
the Cass and Crow Wing County Sheriff ’s Departments,
the MN Department of Natural Resources and the Corps
of Engineers.  The participants were not only given class-
room instructions in boat safety but had the opportunity
to experience “hands on” training in a boat.   A special

thanks to the Gull Lake Yacht Club for offering their
facilities for the training and to Zorbaz on Gull for pro-
viding a noon lunch of pizzas.  The Gull Chain of Lakes
Association provided a new life jacket to each participant.
The spring 2018 newsletter will have the dates for the
2018 classes for youth between the ages of 12 and 17.
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Jeff &Amy Boche, Upper Gull

Reginal & Cindy Clow, Gull

Keith & Karen Danielson

Terry Frovik & Pauline Gustafson

Joey Halvorson, Gull

Chad & Kimberly Loecher, Gull

Kelli & Frank Mork, III, Gull

Rick & Joan Oseland, Gull

Larry Ottem, Margaret Channel

Randy & Marlene Perkins

Kip & Cindy Sandoz, Gull

Shady Pines Llc

Brice Shanks

Ryan & Cathy Sorensen, Gull

Stephen & Kathy Tanner, Nisswa

Jim & Mary Woll, Upper Gull

Earle & Renee Woolley, Gull

OVER 50  YEARS EXPERIENCE

ACCOUNTING:
Personal & Business Financial Statements

AUDITING:
Small Business, Gambling & Other Non-Profit

BOOKKEEPING:
Payroll & Other Data Processing

CONSULTING:
Management & Computer Advisory Services

FINANCIAL PLANNING:
Personal & Business Financial Planning

TAX SERVICES:
Personal, Business, Estates & Gift Tax Returns

Bruce Johnson, CPA • Chris Ford, CPA
Jacen Gondringer, CPA • Tad Johnson, CPA • Tom Teasck, CPA

218-829-3501
Business Hwy 371 S

11610 Andrew St.
Brainerd, MN 56401

218-963-3424
Nisswa Office

Kurilla Building #2
Nisswa, MN

www.brainerdCPA.com

218-824-8727
Baxter
Brainerd
Gull Lake
Lakeshore
Merrifield
Nisswa
North Long Lake
Pillager
Round Lake

BEST PRICING
BEST SERVICE
BEST VALUE

866-602-8727 Toll Free
www.wastepartnersinc.com
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The most important person in our company 
is “you”, the customer. Thank you for 
allowing us to continue the tradition 

at Bradow Dock Service.

At Bradow Dock Service you have a company that has the experience
and commitment to excellence in everything we do. Installing or
removing waterfront equipment, canopy cleaning and storage, sales or
servicing your equipment, you can trust us to be on time and do the job
right the first time, at a fair price. 

218.963.0431
requests@bradowdock.com

www.BradowDock.com
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PLEASE JOIN THE 
GULL CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION

Dues for the lake association are $50 per year.  They are payable anytime from January 1 – December
31.  We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit  corporation which means that all money donated by you over and
above the $50 dues amount is tax deductible.  If you have not sent in your dues for this year, it’s
not too late.  Contributions above the $50 dues are greatly appreciated.  

You can get membership forms on our website at: gcola.org. 
Dues can be sent to Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468

Dues for the lake association are $50 per year.  They are payable anytime from January 1 – December 31.  We are a 501(c)3
nonprofit  corporation which means that all money donated by you over and above the $50 dues amount is tax deductible.  If
you have not sent in your dues for this year, now is a great time to do so.  Contributions above the $50 dues are greatly
appreciated.  You can get membership forms on our website at: gcola.org.  Dues can be sent to Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468

PLEASE USE THIS FORM: Please provide the information requested below and send with your 2017 dues to the address indi-
cated.  We have also provided a space for any additional contributions that you would like to make to the Invasive Species Fund. 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address: __________________________                          Lake address: __________________________________

______________________________________                          ____________________________________________

Home Phone:____________________________                          Lake Phone: ____________________________________

Email address: __________________________                          Cell Phone: ____________________________________

2017 dues:                           $50.00                         

Additional donation designated to:

+ Invasive Species Fund ________    + Endowment Fund ________    + Buoy Fund ________    + Board Discretion
________

= Total Contribution:     ________ 

GULL CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION 
2017 MEMBERSHIP DUES STATEMENT



Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is allowed access to our Association member list
and only for the purpose of mailing our newsletter.  They have issued the following confidentiality
policy.
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We have a strict policy of confidentiality.  We will not sell,
trade, swap or in any other way use your list for anything
except mailing your newsletter.  We understand fully that
you are the owner of the list and we simply have an
electronic copy on our system for your use.  This policy is
not just for the Gull Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied
to all customers.

We want to be your design,

offset printing, digital printing, 

bindery and mailing professionals. 

We want to be your printer. 

Please contact us.

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401

www.lakesprinting.com

Creative
Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area
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PLEASE CHECK OUT YOUR NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE:
GCOLA.ORG

Box 102
Nisswa, Minnesota

56468
218-963-3542

PRSRT 
FIRST CLASS MAIL

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Brainerd, MN

Permit No. 471

RESIDENTIAL - PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING EXPERTS

www.scr-mn.com   www.brainerdgeothermal.com Serving the Entire Brainerd Lakes Area & Beyond!

Professional Service on All Brands

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Sales • Service • Design • Installation

Geothermal Heat Pumps
In-Floor Heat • Sheet Metal • Indoor Air Quality

Preventative Maintenance • Plumbing

FREE ESTIMATES 218.828.4337
7674 COLLEGE RD, SUITE 115 BAXTER

Coupon must be presented at time of service. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/17.

Coupon must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/17. 

Coupon must be presented at time of clean & check.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/17. 

218.828.4337

218.828.4337

218.828.4337

$1500 OFF

$1500 OFF

$1500 OFF

Plumbing 
Service Call

Heating/Cooling
Service Call

Home Heating/Cooling 
System Check

   

   

ONE COUPON PER SERVICE CALL

ONE COUPON PER SERVICE CALL

ONE COUPON PER SERVICE CALL

  

What is the

carbon 
monoxide 

level
In Your Home?

We are 

also your 

plumbing 

experts!
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