
Loon-Safe Boating Program                Gull Chain of Lakes Association 

What to Expect as a Volunteer 

How can I learn more?
Go to GCOLA.org and click “Get Involved”.  Then select  “Loon-Safe Boating Program” where you will find links to “The 
Loon-Safe Information Card,”  “What to Bring,” and directions on how to sign up to volunteer.

Thank you for volunteering!  
Please offer ways to improve this program via email to Jane Edwards jedwards3718@gmail.com or Shelia Johnston at 
sheilafjohnston@me.com or text Jane at 832-541-5766.

Updated 02/23/19

What do I do during my shift?
1. When you arrive find a comfortable and safe area near the boat 

ramp to set up your station. (See “What to Bring” at GCOLA.org)

2. Retrieve the informational cards from the Loon-Safe locked box and 
keep them with you to use during your shift.  Return extra cards to 
the box and secure them when you are done.

3. Initiate conversations with as many boaters as possible during your 
shift. Offer boaters an information card, give them a brief explanation 
of the Loon-Safe program, and share the information on the card.

4. Keep safety in mind for yourself and others at all times. 

5. If you use social media, share your volunteer experience with others 
throughout your shift.  Post pictures on Facebook or Instagram and 
encourage neighbors and friends to volunteer!

6. At the conclusion of your shift let us know how many boaters you 
reached. Text to 832-541-5766 or email jedwards3718@gmail.com. 
This will help us with efficient scheduling in the future.

What can I do to make my 
volunteer time successful 
and enjoyable?

- Be familiar with the information 
cards so to share the information 
quickly and clearly.  The cards will 
change as the needs of our loons 
change.

- When you offer boaters an 
information card ask them to help 
keep our loons safe by following 
the safe boating practices outlined 
on the card.  Ask them share this 
information with their passengers. 

- Be available to answer questions 
on other GCOLA programs, such 
as the Gala on July 21, the A.I.S. 
program, shoreline restoration, 
and the Loon Committee.  
Encourage them to become 
members and get involved. 

- Show boaters the GCOLA contact 
information on the card.

- Wave runners, kayakers, and 
paddle boarders may not be able 
to carry an information card. If you 
can meet them at their parked car, 
ask them to take a card home.

- When greeting a family, greet an 
adult other than the captain of the 
watercraft.  The captain will be 
preoccupied with launching their 
boat.  In this case you will have a 
more successful conversation with 
a passenger.

- Include children in the 
conversation.  Challenge the 
family to work together as a team 
to spot loons and share how they 
can best protect our beautiful 
water fowl.

What else should I know as a volunteer?
- Do not bring valuables with you. Do not leave valuables in your car.
- Be respectful of DNR and sheriff activities.  Let our DNR and sheriff 

deputies have the space they need to do their jobs. 
- Greet boaters when they are parked in the parking area or as they wait in 

line to launch.  Note on safety: Once a boater has positioned his/her 
watercraft on the ramp to launch keep clear and do not approach them. 

- Keep your conversations brief, being respectful of the boater’s time.  
Boaters want to launch their boat as quickly as possible in order to enjoy 
their day on the lake. 

- When a boater does not respond favorably to you, simply smile, say thank 
you, and walk away. 

- You are volunteering because you are enthusiastic about this program’s 
mission to protect our loons.  Enjoy sharing your passion with others!
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