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Well, so far this has been a memorable old fashioned 
Minnesota Winter. Like many of you I am running out of 
room around my driveway to push all the snow!

You would think this would be a quiet time of year for our lake 
association but it actually is very busy period. From finalizing 
our annual budget, reviewing county AIS prevention plans, 
volunteering or planning fund raising events and many other 
activities your board members and GCOLA volunteers are 
very busy preparing for the spring season. 

For example, AIS prevention plans from Cass and Crow Wing 
Counties have been shared this month with lake associations. 
GCOLA is requesting an increase in boat inspections at the 
new Nisswa Lake public access and at the Gull Narrows public 
access in Lake Shore. Both Cass and Crow Wing Counties 
will increase their spend on education and awareness for AIS 
prevention. The good news is we are seeing a steady decrease 
in AIS violations every year at our public accesses. 

The Brainerd Jaycees Ice Fishing Contest recently took place 
on January 25 and GCOLA volunteers helped contestants 
unload and load their gear before and after the contest from 
the buses at the Hole In The Day public access. As you know 
this is the largest ice fishing event in the world and raises 
significant money for nonprofit organizations in the area. You 
can view highlights in this issue. 

Our Legislative Committee have been hard at work in 
meeting with state representatives on GCOLA’s priorities 
as shared in our last newsletter. In addition, we conducted a 
survey with lake property owners on Lake Margaret regarding 
recent concerns with boat wake from large boats in small 
narrow portions of our lake chain. Please read a summary of 
the survey in this issue from Steve Frawley. There is no doubt 
that safe boating practices is a concern across Minnesota as 
boats and their engines continue to increase in size. This is a 
hot topic that will be receiving more attention at a state and 
even national level. 

Please read in this issue the GCOLA financial summary for 
2019 and our planned budget for 2020. Thanks to Uldis 
Birznieks for this recap and our Finance Committee for their 
careful planning. 

Finally, a word of caution if you venture out on the ice. Our 
lakes did not get a consistent layer of ice due to the early snow 
in our area. There are areas with thin ice and lots of slush 
between the ice and snow. Please be careful!

Thanks again for your support of the Gull Chain of Lakes 
Association. None of the work we do would be possible with 
your membership and support. Think spring!
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Background
In November 2019 a one-page survey was mailed to 138 
individuals listed in Cass County as property owners on 
Lake Margaret, part of the Gull Lake Chain. This survey was 
sent to Lake Margaret property owners due to a significant 
number of complaints received by GCOLA over the past 24 
months regarding enhanced wakes created by boats. Survey 
recipients were given three weeks to complete the survey and 
47% returned the anonymous survey. 

Results
• Question 1: Permanent residents comprised 43% of the 

respondents and the remaining 57% as seasonal residents. 
• Question 2: Survey respondents were asked to identify 

the type of watercraft they operate on the lake. Choices 
included Non-motorized (paddleboards, kayaks, canoe); 
Pontoon, Fishing, Jet ski (personal watercraft); Wake 
boat and Runabout. The majority of the respondents 
indicated ownership of several different watercrafts with 
each respondent on average owning 2.5 watercraft. The 
breakdown includes the following: 74% Non-motorized, 
49% Pontoon boat, 43% Fishing boat, 40% Runabout, 
25% Jet ski, 17% Wake boat, and 3% Sail boat. 

• Question 3: This question looked at the impact on 
shoreline, sub-surface or recreation use on the lake due to 
watercraft. 65% of the respondents indicated that wake 
boats present a significant impact, 26% ski jets, 17% 
Runabout, 4% Fishing boats and 3% Pontoon boats.

• Question 4: The question asked about types of damage to 
property or shoreline caused by enhanced wakes created 
by watercraft. 55% of respondents indicated shoreline 
erosion, 12% damage to docks, 9% other damage and 6% 
boat lifts.

• Question 5: The question looked at impact on water 
activities due to enhanced wakes created by other watercraft. 
Respondents experienced significant impact on their ability 
to recreate due to enhanced boat wakes as follows: 46% 
use of non-motorized watercraft (paddleboard, kayaks, 
canoes), 37% fishing, 22% swimming, 18% water skiing, 
11% diving, and 12% sightseeing.

• Question 6: The final survey question asked respondents 
to indicate whether an ordinance should be pursued that 
deals with harmful watercraft activity (such as enhanced 
waves produced by wake boats) on Lake Margaret. 71% 
of respondents indicated an ordinance should be pursued 
with 29% declining.

Discussion
A significant majority of survey respondents (71%) are 
in favor of pursuit of an ordinance dealing with harmful 
watercraft activity on Lake Margaret. Interestingly, nearly half 
(45%) of wake boat owners are also in favor of ordinance 
restrictions. One concern to note is that 55% of respondents 
indicated wake boats are creating a major impact on shoreline 
erosion and to a lesser extent damage to docks, boat hoists 
and other related equipment. Nearly half (46%) of survey 
respondents felt a significant impact of their ability to recreate 
when utilizing their non-motorized watercraft with fishing, 
swimming, waterskiing, diving and sightseeing impacted to 
a lesser extent.

Future Steps
Since Lake Margaret is located entirely within the city of 
Lake Shore, members of the GCOLA Government Relations 
Committee met with Lake Shore city officials including 
Mayor Kevin Egan to provide them the results of the Lake 
Margaret survey. Mayor Egan and the officials indicated that 
for a number of the potential options, enforcement would be 
key. Mayor Egan recommended that the GCOLA committee 
meet with the Lake Shore Environmental Committee to 
discuss the survey and potential options. One of the options 
might be the creation of a proposed ordinance restricting 
wake enhancing activity on Lake Margaret and other lakes 
within Lake Shore with similar size and depth characteristics. 
If the Lake Shore Environmental Committee recommends 
further action should be taken, it then would be submitted 
to the Lake Shore City Council for approval. If an ordinance 
is approved, it then would be submitted to the DNR for 
approval. 

Another key element to help mitigate the impact of enhanced 
wakes on the Gull Lake Chain is to work with local boat 
dealers on the educational effort with new and current wake 
boat owners. The Government Relations Committee also 
met with our four local state legislative representatives to 
discuss and get feedback on potential state-wide legislation 
addressing the enhanced wake issue. If you are interested in 
participating in discussions at the state or local level regarding 
enhanced boat wakes, please contact your state legislators and 
city representatives.

Thanks to the support of our advertisers, we are able to deliver a quarterly newsletter to GCOLA members and an annual 
newsletter to all Gull Lake Chain property owners. We appreciate your support as it assists in our efforts to preserve water 
quality and keep our lakes safe.

LIVE MUSIC    DINNER    LUNCH    BRUNCH    SUNSET
 PRIVATE CHARTERS    KIDS THEMED CRUISES

GullLakeCruises.com  |  833-232-0317

Y O U R  F R I E N D S
And experience Gull Lake A DIFFERENT WAY!

wine & dine



False indigo is a medium to fast growth shrub that prefers 
sandy soil, and is often found growing wild near streams, 
borders of woods and in open meadows. It has attractive and 
fragrant blooms that attract butterflies, and it is of special 
value to native bees. It is deer resistant. Mature height is six 
to nine feet.

High bush cranberry is a large and hardy shrub with a 
growth rate of up to three feet a year. It grows in wet areas 
along shorelines, swamps and forest edges. It is actually not 
a cranberry, but its fruit resembles cranberries in taste and 
appearance. Leaves are glossy green, and it has clusters of 
creamy white flowers in June. It is noted for attracting wildlife, 
especially birds that benefit from its fruit which can remain on 
branches well into mid-winter. The berries are eaten by over 
20 species of birds and serve as critical emergency food when 
other food is not available in winter. The bush also provides 
valuable cover and nesting sites for several species of birds. 
Mature height is eight to 12 feet.

Nannyberry shrubs provide year-round interest, from the 
creamy white flowers in May to the burgundy colored leaves in 
autumn, and the dark blue berries in winter. The ripe berries 
are edible off the bush and are popular in jams and jellies It is 
very shade tolerant, but grows larger in open, sunny areas. It 
is found in nature in low woods and near stream banks, but it 
also tolerates drier sites. Nannyberry shrubs provide excellent 
support for wildlife and pollinators and are host plants for 
numerous butterflies and moths. Two or three shrubs are 
needed for cross pollination and ample flowering.

Please mark your calendar and stop by Ski Gull on May 16. 
Trees will be distributed on a first come, first served basis, and 
recipients must be GCOLA members.
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The annual GCOLA Tree Giveaway Day will take place on 
Saturday, May 16, in the Ski Gull parking lot, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. This year we are giving away white pine conifer tree 
transplants of eight to 24 inches, paper birch trees, American 
plum shrubs, false indigo shrubs, high bush cranberry shrubs, 
and nannyberry shrub seedlings. Ideally, these trees and shrubs 
will be planted on the lake side of the property in the shoreline 
buffer and upland zones where their deep root systems will 
help prevent erosion and filter chemicals from running into 
the lake. They will enhance the up north feel of your property, 
and the fruit bearing shrubs will be beneficial to pollinators 
and provide habitat and food for birds and wildlife.

White pines are the iconic tree of the north country. They 
are medium growth trees that grow best in sand, loam, and 
clay soil, ideally in full sunlight. During the trees first 10 years 
of life growth is slow. Between 10 and 20 years of age the 
tree’s growth rate speeds up. During these years the white pine 
usually grows about 16 inches per year. They will grow to 80 
feet tall at maturity. It is a long-lived tree and normally attains 
a life span of 200 years. Deer love to snack on white pines, so 

they must be bud capped or protected in the fall to protect 
them from deer browsing.

Paper birch are fast growth trees. Height may increase 
anywhere from 13 inches to 24 inches per year. Full sun and 
partial shade are the best lighting conditions for this tree. It 
prefers a minimum of four hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight 
each day. The paper birch grows well in acidic, loamy, moist, 
sandy, well-drained, and clay soils. While it prefers moisture, 
the tree has some drought tolerance.

The American plum has a short, crooked trunk which 
supports a graceful open crown. It has clusters of fragrant 
white flowers in spring and its fall foliage ranges from electric 
red to pale yellow. Fruit ripens to a bright red in August or 
September and can be eaten fresh or used in jams and jellies. 
The fruit is consumed by many birds and its root system is 
excellent for erosion control. It is intolerant of shade and 
drought. Mature height is 15 to 25 feet.

Yellow Collared Scape Moth on False Indigo

VOLUNTEER
 WRITER/EDITOR NEEDED!

Do you like to write? Do you enjoy improving an article to make it more interesting and grammatically correct? If so, we 
have an opportunity for you! GCOLA is looking for a volunteer to help write and edit articles to be used in our quarterly 
newsletter, website and Facebook. If you are interested, please contact Sue at 612-751-6156 or info@gcola.org. 

Photo by Kris Driesen Photo by Sheila Johnston



Rosemary Goff, Chuck Herrig, Bob Toborg, Robert Eliason 
and Dave Anderson

Jaycees Ice Fishing Weigh-In
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Rosemary Goff and 
Bob Toborg are long 
time lake stewards on 
Lake Margaret. They 
purchased their home 
in 1992 and became 
year-round residents in 
2003. Their property 
sits on the northwest 
end of Lake Margaret 
and is studded with 
majestic pines and 
oaks.

Bob and Rosemary have served on the GOCLA Board of 
Directors for over 20 years. Before joining the Board, Bob 
helped out marking the lake with safety buoys, and he has 
been the Chair of the Safety and Recreation Committee for 
many years, while Rosemary was Secretary and Treasurer. In 
2009, Cass County and the DNR were offering matching 
grants for shoreline restoration projects. Since they were both 
on the GCOLA Board, they felt it was time for them to be 
leaders in promoting shoreline restoration.

Rosemary said, “At the time we decided to do a shoreline 
restoration project, we had grass down to the shore on one 
side of the dock and a small sand beach on the other side. Our 
grandkids were past the age of playing in the sand.” It was the 
perfect time for shoreline restoration.

They planted a variety of native plants including native 
purple coneflower, cardinal lobelia, gray-headed coneflower, 
rudbeckia, swamp milkweed, joe-pye weed, butterfly weed, 
rough blazing star liatris, and golden asters. 

Rosemary advised that patience is important because it takes 
two or three seasons for the plants to fill in. She said, “Over 
the years joe-pye weed, a gorgeous native plant with purple 
flowers, has become a predominant plant along with golden 
aster, so we have a shore of beautiful purple and yellow 
flowers. We now have many butterflies and bees, and many 
species of birds enjoying the flowers on our shore.” Rosemary 
added, “One big plus is that we no longer have geese and 
ducks messing on our lawn as they hate walking through the 
plants.” 

Bob and Rosemary are hoping that their small involvement 
with a shoreline restoration project will help water quality 
by reducing run-off from their property into Lake Margaret. 
Rosemary summed up their mission with these words, “We 
are trying to be stewards of the lake.” Indeed, they are!

Photo by Sheila Johnston

This event was once again held on the last Saturday of January. The mild weather on January 25 brought over 13,000 
contestants to Hole In The Day Bay on Gull Lake to compete for the largest fish. The event is entirely volunteer run and 
generates more than $150,000 for area charities each year.

One of the event’s beneficiaries is the Gull Chain of Lakes Association whose volunteers helped contestants with special needs 
load and unload their fishing gear before, during and after the contest. This year’s biggest fish was an 8.29-pound eel pout 
caught by Warren Arnold from Sauk Rapids. Warren won a new pickup truck for his prize catch. 
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Minnesota’s stunning winter season is ending and spring is on 
its way. The lake ice will thaw and the lake lovers will emerge 
upon our community. Your GCOLA board members, board 
committees, and volunteers are looking forward to a busy and 
productive spring as we act in the behalf of the membership 
to continue our work to protect the lakes.

GCOLA’s membership is strong with 950 members. 
This number includes 63 business members. While our 
membership is healthy, that number represents only about 
half of the households on the Gull Lake Chain. There are 
many non-members we need to encourage to join. There are 
many ways we solicit new members, but the most effective 
method is you! Please make it a point this season to invite 
others to join. Ask your neighbor, the local business you 
frequent, friends you meet out on the lake or dining at a local 
restaurant. Word of mouth is powerful. Share this newsletter 
and encourage them to become members. 

GCOLA’s lake saving programs are funded in large part 
through annual membership dues. Your membership dues 
contribute to a myriad of items, such as youth safe boating 
classes, lake water monitoring, loon protection programs, and 
boat landing AIS inspections. Also, our buoy system is second 
to none with 120 total buoys. It is not funded or installed by 
local or state law enforcement, but by GCOLA. Check out 
the facing page infographic, “Protecting the Future for You, 
Your Family, and Your Business” and you will see what our 
programs cost annually. Your membership dollars are what 
makes these things happen!

Financially we need to prepare for what’s coming next. For 
example, in neighboring Stearns County on Lake Koronis 
they are spending about $200,000 annually to partially 
control the infestation of an invasive plant called Starry 
Stonewort. GCOLA is focused on this, as well as other AIS. 
threats and needs you to help us continue to work to protect 
our beautiful waters.

Who are GCOLA members?
Anyone can join GCOLA. No need to be a property owner. 
GCOLA represents the interests of seasonal and permanent 
residents. Membership is open to all who support the mission, 
ideals, concerns and goals of the Association. GCOLA’s 
membership includes fishermen and women, visiting paddle 
boarders and kayakers, resort guests, lakeside dining foodies, 
summer water sport enthusiasts, and winter snow sports fans. 
Individuals, families and businesses who care about the Gull 
Lake Chain and want to protect it.

What are the benefits of membership?
Members receive a quarterly newsletter, are invited to stay 
in the know through our website and Facebook page, are 
invited to our annual GCOLA Gala and annual meeting each 
summer, are always welcome to attend board meetings, and 
are encouraged to volunteer on our many committees. To 
learn more about the work, we do and why your membership 
is important visit the facing page infographic, “Protecting the 
Future for You, Your Family, and Your Business.”

How to Renew or Join
Annual membership statements were mailed in January to all 
GCOLA members and non-member lake property owners. 
You may also visit us on-line at www.gcola.org and click 
“Join/Donate.” First time members will need to download, 
complete, and mail in the membership form. Renewing 
members may renew on-line. You will also find a membership 
form on page <insert page number> of this newsletter. Please 
do it today.

We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation. Donations above the 
$50 dues are greatly appreciated. 

Questions?
Contact Jane Edwards via email at 
jedwards3718@gmail.com. Thank you!

If you use the Gull Lake Chain for any activity or just appreciate its natural beauty, 
consider joining or renewing your membership for 2020 today. 

Join us as we work to preserve, protect and defend these beautiful lakes 
and the wonderful memories we have around them. 

Thank you for being a member!

To learn more, visit the facing page infographic, 
“Protecting the Future for You, Your Family, and Your Business.”



GCOLA GALA

SAVE THE DATE

SUNDAY, JULY 19 
at Grand View Lodge 

Deuces Wild Dueling Pianos 
will be back due to popular demand!
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Some people wait for winter so they have an excuse to head 
somewhere warm. Many other folks, though, count the 
days till the temperature drops, the snow flies and the lakes 
freeze. As Minnesotans, ice fishing runs in our blood and the 
opportunity to fish through a hole in the ice is among the 
ultimate of signs that we embrace whatever Mother Nature 
provides.

Catching a few fish often is among the highlights of any 
fishing trip, but for many anglers it’s just a part of the broader 
experience. Indeed, a trip to the fish house or the chance to 
spend the day sitting on a bucket outside is a great way to 
pass the time. And by following a few tenets of ice-fishing 
etiquette – some written, others unwritten – you can go a 
long way toward ensuring you and the anglers around you 
have a safe and successful trip.

Clean up after yourself
The only thing you should leave on the lake is an imprint. 
Simply put, if you bring anything onto the ice with you, it’s 
your responsibility to remove it. Far too often, Minnesota 
DNR conservation officers and other anglers are responsible 
for picking up the trash that others have left behind. Not 
only is this littering, but it also gives ice anglers a bad name. 
Some of the common items left behind are cans and bottles, 
cigarette butts, empty propane tanks, and blocking material 
used beneath fish houses. Just remember: Minnesota’s lakes 
are a gem and it’s up to all of us to keep them clean.

Give others space
The regulations require 10 feet between fish houses and one 
of the reasons for this is to prevent anglers from crowding one 
another. Just like it’s frowned upon to crowd other boaters on 
open water, it’s in poor taste to set up right next to another 
angler on the ice. 

Ask first
It’s become a pretty common practice for ice anglers to drill a 
lot of holes – the better to move around and find active fish. 
While anglers can’t stake a claim to holes just because they 
drilled them (unless there’s a fish house sitting over them), if 
you want to fish in a hole someone else drilled, the best thing 
to do is to ask for permission.

Always practice safety
In Minnesota, there have been a few instances of people 
riding snowmobiles striking other people out on the lake. 
Snowmobiles are popular options for accessing the ice, but 
if you’re going to ride one you must do it safely. That means 
always being aware of your surroundings and watching your 
speed, especially after dark. The DNR recommends not 
traveling more than 40 miles per hour after dark to avoid 
overdriving your headlights. 

Stay visible at night
Remember there are other people on the lake, even after dark. 
That’s why it’s imperative that ice anglers who leave their 
shelters on the lake overnight have at least 2 square inches of 
reflective material on each side of their fish house. 

Photo by Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
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Tree Giveaway Program
The Tree Giveaway will take place on Saturday, May 16, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Ski Gull parking lot. We will have 
white pine and paper birch trees, and several types of native 
shrubs. See the article in this newsletter for more details.

Lake Steward Program
The Lake Steward Program is entering its second year. Property 
owners who commit to eliminating the use of fertilizer and 
other lawn chemicals, and who have a shoreline buffer zone 
of native plants, and an upland zone which includes trees, 
shrubs, and natural ground cover may qualify for a beautiful 
Lake Steward sign that can be displayed on their property or 
on the end of the dock. More information about the Lake 
Steward Program can be found on the GCOLA website under 
Get Involved. The online Score Your Shore Mini Assessment 
will be available again in May. We will be scheduling site visits 
one day a week throughout the summer. To get on the site 
visit list, please email lakesteward@gcola.org.

Shoreline Restoration Program
Are you interested in shoreline restoration? We have matching 
grants for approved projects and can connect you with other 
sources of funding. The first step in the process is to schedule 
a site visit. We will be scheduling site visits this spring and 
summer. If you hope to get the work done this summer, it 
is best to schedule your site visit early in the season. Email 
sheilafjohnston@me.com if you are interested in participating 
in this program.

Loon Program
We plan to do three loon surveys this summer. There will a 
nesting survey in early June, an adult loon and chick count 
in July, and a chick count at the end of August. If you are 
interested in participating in the loon survey, please email 
sheilajohnston@me.com. Please indicate which surveys you 
would like to participate in, and where you are located on the 
Gull Lake Chain.

A new goal of the Loon Program is to make sure loon nesting 
platforms are in good condition and are correctly placed. 
Damaged platforms can result in egg loss. If a platform is 
placed too close to another platform or nesting site, it can 
result in territorial fights which could lead to death of adult 
loons. Before putting out the platform, please make sure it 
has been cleaned of debris from the previous season. Check 
for holes and repair as necessary. Put fresh nesting material 
on the platform. If you put out a loon platform, please email 
sheilafjohnston@me.com with location details, so it can be 
marked on our map of nesting platforms. 

Septic Secrets
One of the best things cabin or lake-home owners can do 
to protect water quality is to make sure their septic system 
is functioning properly. MN Lakes and Rivers has partnered 
with the University of Minnesota to offer a free webinar 
this spring on “Septic Secrets” to protect water quality. The 
webinar will take place on April 17, 1 to 4 p.m. You can 
register at: https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/
RegEv.aspx?PIID=EE51DA83834830

Photo by Sheila Johnston

OUR FAMILY PROUDLY SERVING MINNESOTA’S 10,000 LAKES SINCE 1992

EXCELSIOR SALES / 720 GALPIN LAKE ROAD EXCELSIOR, MN 55331

TWIN CITIES SERVICE CENTER / 260 STATE STREET NEW GERMANY, MN 55367

BAXTER SALES & SERVICE CENTER  / 15779 EDGEWOOD DRIVE BAXTER, MN 56425

EST. 1992

BOAT SALES • PRO SHOP • SERVICE • STORAGE • FIBERGLASS REPAIR

GROCERY DELIVERY 
NOW AVAILABLE 

VISIT: SHOP.CUB.COM 

BRAINERD AND BAXTER 



15 16

GCOLA offers a sincere thank you to our many members who made donations last year.  The support of all members through 
dues and donations is greatly appreciated and helps us with our efforts to improve the quality and safety of our chain of 
lakes.  Names listed below are members who have contributed donations in addition to the $50 dues.  This list includes 2019 
donations to the Endowment Fund.  Our apologies if anyone was inadvertently omitted from this list.

EAGLES ($5,000+)
Amy L Scott Family 

Foundation

OSPREYS ($1,000-$4,999)
John & Debra Hillstrom
The Cornwall Foundation
Jim and Mary Woll

LOONS ($500 - $999)
(Anonymous 2)
Jim & Gail Ehlen
Bonnie & David Foss
Michele Fuerstenberg
Cindy Goff
John & Amy Gawlik 
John & Julie Ingleman
Walter & Carla Levesque
Deb & Mike McGray
David & Jan McNair
Colleen Mooney
Jeff & Jill Noack
Pine Beach Peninsula Assoc.
Greg & Nancy Schwanbeck
Tom Spicola
Timber Ridge Property 

Owners Association

HAWKS ($100 - $499)
(Anonymous 5)
John & Joan Aken
Rodney Amlie
Andy Anderson
James & Lois Anderson
Rollis & Barbara Anderson 5

Patrick & Pamela Aydt
Ken & Mary Baker
Gerald & Elaine Bauerly 5

Gregory & Peggy Beck
Mark & Angie Benson
Tom & Elaine Bercher

Tim & Ann Bergin
Janet & Chuck Betts
Don & Carol Birkeland
Uldis & Pat Birznieks
Matt & Lonnie Boe
John & Mary Boeder
Jeffrey & Janet Bowers
Mike & Jean Buller
Bunten Family
John & Robin Carbone
Dan & Karen Caspersen
Collier Family
Glen & Sandy Cook
Thom & Ann Cooper
Sam & MJ Cote
Robert Dimke
Kraig & Jayne Domogalla
Richard Dore
Trent Dore
Tom & Karen Driessen
Vince & Martha Driessen
Mark & Cindy Eischens
Tip & Diane Enebek
Bob & Laura Eng
Katherine Faltesek
David & Debra Fellner
Eileen & Richard Fontaine
Patricia Fournier
Steve & Vicki Frawley
Dan Freking & Sharon 

Gregorie
Bob & Carol Galligan
Stan & Anne Glad
Betty Green
Jack Grotkin
Lisa Gudajtes
Mark & Nancy Hall
Greg & Cindy Hames
Linda & Bruce Harrier
Tom Hartman
William Haug

Ron & Lisa Have
Keith Heidecker
Mike & Pat Henkemeyer
Paul & Colleen Holmquist
Arnie & Joann Johnson 
Clark & Carolyn Johnson
Rob & Pat Johnson
Doug & Sheila Johnston
Dennis & Joyce Kamstra
William Kaylor
Alan & Melinda Kehe
Greg & Dana Kellenberger
Kent & Liz Kienholz
Chris Kienstra
Gary & Kelley Knight
Roger & Marie Landsburg
Lazy Brook Townhome 

Association
Judith Lee
George & Barbara Lehan
Doug & Pat Lewis
Roger & Kathleen Lykins
Jerry & Lori Lyng
Michael & Debra Lyons
Carlisle & Ellen Mabrey
Joel and Jane Meyer
Minnesota Hockey Camps
Bill & Joyce Mitsch
Mark & Kristen Moran
Judy Morgan
Joe & Kathy Mucha
James & Wendy Mullaney
Lowell & Linda Naley
Jeff & Sandy Norblom
Floyd & Tresa Ostendorf 5

Denise & Steve Park 
Bob & Sue Payette
Rick & Suzanne Pepin
David & Rebecca Peterson
David & Claudia Pilot
Doug & Mary Platt

Darrell & Vindy Pulak
Mick & Jeanne Qualen
Steve Quisberg
John & Kathryn Rauth
Lynette Richter
Don & Patty Rodningen
Charles & Jeanne Scheiderer
Peter & Goodie Schmitz
Jeffrey & Karen Sell
Keith & Nini Sieck
Pam & Dolph Simons, Jr
George and Margaret 

Sommerfeld
Dan & Connie Stockness
Tim & Laura Stockness
John & Linda Sumner
Marc & Beth Swiontkowski
Brian & Deb Thuringer
Christian & Leslie 

Vaillancourt
Steve & Tori Vranich
Doug & Deb Wagman
Jack & Louse Warden 

Household
Alex & Michelle Wilson
James & Patricia Woerner 4

Nancy Zoerb

GULLS (Up to $99)
(Anonymous 8)
Jerry & Sandra Rada-Aleff
Steve & Kathy Allex
Courtney & Aaron 

Anderson
Don & Violet Anderson
Sally Anderson
Pat & Sandy Baldwin
Randy & Emily Bauernfeind
Perry & Carol Beaton
Patrick & Heather Bennett
Buzz Vicki Benson

Mark & Angie Benson
Lori Berg
Terry Berg
Janet & Chuck Betts
Greg Bill & Holly Davis
Linda Blaisdell
Steve Boe
Robert & Terri Bormann
Don Bottemiller
Steve & Tammara 

Braunberger
Bill & Jane Brekken
David & Sherri Brinker
Mike & Debbie Brocker
Art & Cynde Brookfield
Bill & Phyllis Bryan
Mike & Jean Buller
Beverly Burman
Sara Campbell 1

Roger & Stephanie Carlson
Ron & Deb Carlson
David and Carol Cave
Kathleen Chapman 3

Mike & Julia Chaney
Patrick & Lisa Cline
Tim Conroy & Polly Lyman
Randy & Carol Cote
Phillip & Cynthia Dalen
Jim & Jane Daly
Ken & Linda Darula
Tom & Bobbie Deans
Louis Dehner & Becky Pew 
DJ & Kris Dondelinger
Trent Dore

Rhoda Drake
Kevin & Betsy Egan
Kari Eliassen
Carole Eliseuson
David & Teri Elsenpeter
Paul & Wendy Engelman
Naomi Farr
John & Cathie Foster
Lloyd & Connie Foster
Robert & Roberta Freese
Terry Frovik & Pauline 

Gustafson
James Gabriel
David & Janet Galassi
John & Amy Gawlik
Sharon Gibbons & Rex 

Rundquist
Hoot & Mary Lynn Gibson
John & Bette Goplin
Ryan Gran & Nels Peterson
Alan & Janice Grinde
John & Jane Guild
Paul Haagenson
Steve & Nancy Hanousek
Tom Hartman
Richard & Sharon Haynes
Don Hedlund & Robin 

Preble
Ron & Sally Helmer
Don & Yvonne Henderson
Lois Hensel
Jim & Dori Herman
David & Karla Hoelmer
Wayne & Linda Hoglund

Anne Holub
Ron & Ginger Hustvedt
Gary & Carol Hylton 2 

Stephen Imholte & Rachael 
Scherer

John & Beth Jacob
Rob & Julie Jacob 

Household
Bruce & Sharalyn Johnson
Evan & Shea Johnson
Don & Sally Jones
Peter & Allyson Knudsen
Randolph & Lynne Larson
Vaughn & Rebecca Larson
Elaine Leach
Kevin Lillehei
Rodger Lundblad
Davis & Pat Maccabee
Pamela & Robert Marks 4

David McCarthy
David McNair
Jill Metcoff
Marv & Pat Meyer
Norm & Marlys Meyer
Kenneth Micko
Tim & Cindy Moore
Judy Morgan
Michael Musty
Ernest Neighbor
Robert & Marianne Nemeth
Jeff & Sandy Norblom
Bryce & Cathy Norelius
Jeffrey & Pamela 

Oldenkamp

David & Kathy Olson
Dan & Sue Padrnos
Mark & Terri Poindexter
Sid & Shirley Rhinehart
Bill Ribbel & Deborah 

Jacobs
Thomas & Lori Rocheford
Joseph Salscheider & Bridget 

Kane
John & Margie Sampsell
Amy Scott
Jim Starkey
Tom & Patty Steiger
Andrew & Dorothy Stewart
Kenneth & Karri Stodolka
Bob & Rita Sundberg
Stephen & Kathy Tanner
Gary & Nancy Tatge
Rod & Carol Thole
Ed & Kate Thompson
Gene & Carlotta Tutor
Tony & Virginia Udelhoven
Eric & Mark Utter
Todd & Mandy Vanek
Thomas & Barbara Votel
Steve Vranich
Cooper Weeks
Karl & Denise Westenfield
Dorothy Whitmer & Randy 

Johnson
Tom & Catherine Williams
Sue Winterstein
Kim & Karen Wood
Steve & Lois Zauhar

1 In memory of Chip Alsop
2 In memory of Gary Hylton

3 In memory of Robert Chapman
4 In memory of Sandy Erickson

5 In memory of Michael P Grogan
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The wind-chill is -25F, we are expecting 10+” of snow this 
weekend as I write this article, so it must be the first quarter 
of the new year. That is time to provide you, our valuable 
GCOLA members, a review of how GCOLA did financially 

in 2019 and a look forward on what is planned for 2020. The 
figure below shows the financial data for 2019 and the budget 
for 2020 with the $ (K) and % for each major category.

2019 was an excellent year for GCOLA from a financial 
standpoint. Overall, 2019 was budgeted for a slight positive 
net income of $3.9K, and we came out of the year with a 
very nice positive income of $18.2K. That makes it six years 
in a row of very positive net income for GCOLA. With a 
nice balance in the GCOLA checking account, your GCOLA 
Board approved $25K to the AIS Contingency Fund, as 
opposed to the budgeted $20K for that fund. The AIS 
Contingency Fund now totals $177.8K, to deal with any new 
AIS threats. 

On the 2019 income side, dues came in $4.4K under budget; 
we had a very aggressive membership goal for 2019 of 1052 
paid members and came in at 964 paid members. Our goal for 

2020 is 1000 paid members. Please talk to your friends and 
neighbors who are not members and encourage them to join. 
And THANK YOU for your membership! Donations (above 
and beyond Endowment Fund donations) were $7.3K above 
budget. Once again, thank you for your donations!! The 2019 
Gala Event budgeted net income was $20.8K with actual net 
income of $26.3K. The Gala team, led by John Ingleman, 
Gala Chair, and Jane Edwards, Silent Auction Chair, did an 
outstanding job of coming in $5.5K above net income budget 
and $6.1K higher than the 2018 Gala net income. 

On the 2019 expense side, environmental/AIS expenses were 
$9.9K lower than budgeted yet were $16.1K higher than 
2018. Of that $16.1K increase, payments for the 50/50 share 

shoreline restoration projects were $11.4K higher than 2018. 
GCOLA is very thankful to the property owners who took 
advantage of the shoreline restoration funding in 2019 as 
those projects will improve the water quality and environment 
of our beloved Gull Lake Chain. The Communications/
Government Relations/Membership/Other category came in 
$2.3K over budget as the advertising income for the quarterly 
newsletter was lower than previous years.

Per recommendation from the GCOLA Finance Committee, 
chaired by Marv Meyer, the 2020 budget has been approved 
by the GCOLA Board with a net income of -$10.1K as 
shown in the far right column of the figure above. The Board 
of Directors is comfortable with this slightly negative net 
income for 2020 as we have a very healthy balance in our 
checking account and we have bettered our budget each year 
since 2015 by an average of $27.7K. Highlights of the 2020 
budget include the following:
• The board put a challenge to the Membership Committee, 

chaired by Jane Edwards, to increase the membership to 
1000 paid members including businesses. 

• Donations were budgeted at $32K (up $3.5K from the 
2019 budget) and we hope to beat that figure as was done 
in 2019. 

• The Gala Income and Expenses are budgeted for similar 
amounts to the 2019 actuals and Steve Frawley and the 
Gala Committee are planning another exciting 2020 
Gala.

• For 2020, the Environmental/AIS area is still the major 
benefactor of GCOLA funding with 39% of the budgeted 
expense. Environmental/AIS is the top priority for 
GCOLA and Steve Allex (AIS Committee Chair), Sheila 
Johnston (Environmental Committee Chair) and Dr. 
Robert Ellison will be working to use those funds in the 
most effective manner possible. We have allocated $16K 
for the shoreline restorations projects (50/50 grants to 
GCOLA members) which is $5K higher than budgeted 
in 2019.

• The buoy system and safety activities will continue to be 
a major expense item at 20% of the expense budget as the 
need to replace buoys is anticipated to be at a higher level 
than in 2019, and we will be installing safety brochure 
boxes at the public accesses and hosting an additional 
youth boat safety class.

• The Government Relations Committee, entering its 
third year of operation, has plans to be even more active 
in the legislative process and other government relations 
activities and has budgeted an increase of $3.4K above 
the expenses of 2018. Our relationships with Minnesota 
Lakes and Rivers (MLR) and MNCOLA are key to these 
activities.

The Endowment Fund received $23.8K from our members 
in 2019, an increase of $8.1K above 2018. At the end of 
2019, the Endowment Fund totaled a very healthy $328.5K. 
GCOLA did not use any of the money in the Endowment 
Fund in 2019. Thank you for your contributions!!

Bottom line – it is great to be able to say again that GCOLA 
is in a very sound financial position and we will work to make 
sure that it continues in 2020. We all need to be vigilant. 

 2019 BUDGET   2019 ACTUALS   2020 BUDGET
 $ (K)  %  $ (K) % $ (K)  %
 
INCOME 
DUES  52.6 40% 48.2 34%  50.0 35% 
DONATIONS  28.5 22% 35.8 25%  32.0 23%
GALA  36.0 28% 46.6 33%  47.4 34%
GRANTS*/OTHER  12.8 10% 12.4 9%  11.6 8%
TOTALS  129.9  143.1   141.0
 
ENDOWMENT FUND IN   23.8

EXPENSES
ENVIRONMENTAL/AIS  51.9 41% 42.0 34%  59.3 39%
BUOY SYSTEM/SAFETY  26.2 21% 27.5 22%  30.0 20%
GALA**  15.2 12% 20.3 16%  22.4 15%
ADMINISTRATION  18.3 15% 18.3 15%  18.5 12%
COMM/GOV REL/MEMBER  14.4 11% 16.7 13%  20.9 14%
TOTALS  126.0  124.9   151.1
  
NET INCOME  3.9  18.2   -10.1
AIS Contingency Fund  20.0  25.0   20.0
 
*Note 1 - Does not include cost of Watercraft Inspections directly paid by counties to inspectors 
** Note 2 - Budget for 2019 omitted Silent Auction Electronic Bidding fee of $3.8K
 
 
 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR

FREE
WATER ANALYSIS* 

AND/OR 
HEATING & COOLING 

NEW SYSTEM ESTIMATE.

Trust your Water Treatment 
and Heating & Cooling to Us.

* Free water 
test includes 

hardness, iron, pH,
 tds and chlorine

We solve problem water. GUARANTEED.

 We pride ourselves on providing superior 
  service—we respect you, 
  your time and your home.
  Our 100% performance 
  guarantee is backed by the 
best material, product and labor warranties in the business. 

Local & family-owned since 1987 • Earning the Right to be Recommended!™

 AquariusHS.com 888.674.6509 KineticoMN.com
 HEATING & COOLING  WATER TREATMENT
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Check out our website at www.gcola.org to learn about 
GCOLA. It’s a great resource if you’re looking for a prior 
copy of our newsletter, want to learn how to become a Lake 
Steward, need a map of the buoy system, wonder what a 
certain type of AIS looks like or want to contact us.

We post regularly in Facebook about GCOLA and related 
articles. Like us on Facebook @GullLakeChain to stay 
informed.

Serving Crow Wing, Aitkin, Southern Cass, Morrison & Todd CountiesIndependently Ownded & Operated

             • Carpets Dry in 1-2 hours, not days
      • Tile/Grout/Hard Floor Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• Pet Urine & Odor Specialists
• Green-Certified Solutions, safe & non-toxic for kids & pets 
• Portable Equipment   

cdofthelakes@midco.net
www.Chemdryofthelakes.com

• Green-Certified Solutions, safe & non-toxic for kids & pets • Green-Certified Solutions, safe & non-toxic for kids & pets 

Mattson

COMPANY

3 MILES SOUTH OF NISSWA ON HWY 371
• FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY

“Quality Materials To Serve You Better”

Hwy. 371 South, P.O. Box 149
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

We carry a full line of building materials for all your construction needs.  
Marvin Windows ~ Acclimated Doors & more!

Mon.- Fri. 7am -5pm
Sat. 8am -Noon

Phone: (218) 963-7470
Fax: (218) 963-7480

SIGN UP for our enewsletter — including  
upcoming events, tips and coupons!  
Go to: LandsburgNursery.com

Call us today! 218.829.5519
16460 Hwy 371 North, Brainerd
LandsburgNursery.com

ReTreat 
Yourself!

Now is the time 
 

to plan this summer’s 
landscape project!  

Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com

Don’t miss our
meat & seafood sales!

February 28-29
April 10-11

May 8-9
June 12-13
July 24-25

September 4-5
October 15-17

December 18-19

OVER 50  YEARS EXPERIENCE

ACCOUNTING:
Personal & Business Financial Statements

AUDITING:
Small Business, Gambling & Other Non-Profit

BOOKKEEPING:
Payroll & Other Data Processing

CONSULTING:
Management & Computer Advisory Services

FINANCIAL PLANNING:
Personal & Business Financial Planning

TAX SERVICES:
Personal, Business, Estates & Gift Tax Returns

Bruce Johnson, CPA • Chris Ford, CPA
Jacen Gondringer, CPA • Tad Johnson, CPA • Tom Teasck, CPA

218-829-3501
Business Hwy 371 S

11610 Andrew St.
Brainerd, MN 56401

218-963-3424
Nisswa Office

Kurilla Building #2
Nisswa, MN

www.brainerdCPA.com

Dr. Jackie McCall
7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425

218.828.9545
toll free 877.338.3937

“our focus is on you”

midwestfamilyeyecenter.com
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Morris Thompson 
“Tom” Chaney 
was born in 1935 
and grew up in 
Vermillion, SD. 
Tom would spend 
much of his life 
in Vermillion but 
spent nearly every 
summer at the 
family cabin on 
Gull Lake. Tom 
was a boating and 
water enthusiast 
and presumably, 
this magical place 
is the birthplace of 

that passion. Effortlessly, he passed that passion to his son and 
three granddaughters. The Chaneys built the cabin in 1938 
and it is still owned by the family today. 

Gull Lake was chosen by the Chaney family because of 
frequent fishing trips from South Dakota to the Brainerd 
Lakes Area by Tom’s father, Morris A. As family legend has it, 
the site was chosen when Morris was looking at lots for sale 
and didn’t like the afternoon sun in his eyes on the east side. 
He preferred sunrises and selected the lot on the west side of 
Gull, just north of Rocky Point.

Tom also enjoyed boating on the Missouri River and when 
he was 21 years old, he and close friend took a trip from 

Vermillion to New Orleans in a 15-foot boat with a 30 HP 
motor. Later Tom would make two similar trips, the first of 
which was a solo trip with his brother Mike. Years later, Mike’s 
family, the Reedy family and Tom’s family including his three 
children would take an adventure. They boated from South 
Dakota down the Missouri River to St. Louis and back up the 
Mississippi River to Minneapolis. 

In the 1950’s the family’s favorite boat was a 1953 wood 
Century (pictured). It was the perfect tow boat. In the “early 
days” Tom and his siblings skied on everything from “boards” 
with inner tubes for bindings to the locally famed Renzcraft 
skis. A pair of his Renzcrafts still hang on the wall in the cabin 
today. 

Tom was something of a “Jack of all trades” but he will be 
best remembered as a very talented wood worker creating 
beautiful custom picture frames, furniture and gun cabinets. 
He also had a passion for classic wood boats and loved to 
restore them. In 1994 Tom moved permanently to the Nisswa 
area. He worked various jobs in the lakes area which included 
fifteen years at Grandview Lodge and several years at The 
Wood Boat Shop restoring classic wood boats.
 
Tom passed away in November of 2019 at his home in 
Nisswa. He was a long time GCOLA member and supporter 
and always looked forward to the annual Gala. He never won 
the trip but it wasn’t for a lack of effort.  He was a simple man 
who loved his family and friends and that is how he would 
want to be remembered.

Calia, Tom, Cassidy and Carly Chaney

1953 wood CenturyJay and Tom Chaney

Using many citizen volunteers to collect scientific data is sometimes called crowd sourcing. The more volunteers; the better 
the data. The End-of-Dock program uses this method to monitor the water quality of our lakes. Sample bottles are mailed to 
participants. A participant collects a sample from the end of her/his dock once in June and once in August. The water samples 
are returned to the analysis laboratory using enclosed mailers. You can enroll in the program by contacting Robert Eliason at: 
gcola.endofdock@gmail.com. Please provide both your mailing address and your lake address.
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As you read this article, The Minnesota legislative session 
will be in progress having started February 11. Your 
Government Relations Committee has been busy working 
the four legislative/government relations priority issues both 
at the local and state level. We met with our four local state 
legislators (Representative John Poston, Representative Josh 
Heintzeman, Senator Paul Gazelka and Senator Carrie Ruud) 
in November/December 2019 to discuss the priorities, get 
their feedback and get their position on these items. We also 
met with the Minnesota Lakes and Rivers (MLR) Executive 
Director (Jeff Forester) and MLR lobbyist (Henry Erdman) 
on Jan. 22 to discuss the GCOLA priorities and get their 
feedback. Results of those meetings are included in the status 
for each priority as follows:

1. Consider regulations (distance from shore, depth, etc.) 
for watercraft creating enhanced wakes that are a safety 
issue, cause shore line erosion and sub-surface ecological 
damage.

Status: The MNCOLA Board of Directors has approved this 
item as its highest priority for their legislative agenda so it 
will be getting state-level attention for lake associations. For 
GCOLA, we are taking a two-pronged approach – at the 
state-level with MNCOLA and the Safe Wakes organization 
and also at the local level. For the status at the local level, 
please refer to the article in this newsletter, “Lake Margaret 
Survey Results and Next Steps” by Steve Frawley. Input on 
this issue from our legislators and MLR was as follows:
• Rep. Poston – Had more phone calls on this than any other 

subject – heard lots of complaints – is supportive
• Rep. Heintzeman – Willing to support if in-line with 

current regulations – says new regulations will need to be 
reasonable to be successful

• Sen. Gazelka – Well aware of the issue and the problems for 
lake users – asked for information on sub-surface turbulence

• Sen. Ruud – Has had conversations on subject with boat 
industry representatives who are pushing for a 200 ft. off-
shore limit for wake boats. Given existing scientific studies, 
the Safe Wakes organization feels the 200 ft. limit will not 
reduce the problems with shoreline erosion and sub-surface 
turbulence.

• MLR – They have heard that a bill for a 200 ft. off-shore 
limit may be forthcoming this session. They will work to 
oppose it or ask to increase that off-shore limit as many 
lake users (paddle boards, kayaks, fisherman, etc.) are 
negatively impacted by wake surfing which creates sub-
surface turbulence, impacts fish spawning beds, stirs up 

toxic chemicals in sediment and impacts lake chemical 
treatments. MLR indicated enforcement will be an issue 
that needs to be worked. Indicated enforcement will be an 
issue that needs to be worked.

2. Establish watercraft operator license program to make 
lakes safer for everyone.

GCOLA is proposing to follow the watercraft licensing 
program similar to that set up in Wisconsin where 
permitting is needed for all operators born after 1989. We are 
recommending a modification such that permitting would be 
required for watercraft operators for boats greater than 18 ft. 
and the operator is born after 1989. This issue is listed as 
a “priority” for MNCOLA. Input from our legislators and 
MLR on this issue was as follows:
• Rep. Poston – Will support it
• Rep. Heintzeman – Struggles with this issue but is willing 

to support with the right parameters
• Sen. Gazelka – Would support it the bill if it includes the 

boat length condition – greater than 18 ft. Also indicated 
he would support it if we can convince Sen. Ruud and Rep. 
Heintzeman. 

• Sen. Ruud – Is supportive and wants a horsepower restriction 
even if boat is 18 ft. or less. Example would be an operator 
for an 18 ft. boat with 200 HP and born after 1989 would 
need a permit.

• MLR – The MLR likes the Wisconsin model (operators 
born after 1989 would require a license) and indicated the 
DNR does also. MLR prefers a weight parameter rather 
than a length parameter in permitting since the boat weight 
is on the boat registration and would be easier to enforce. 
GCOLA would be supportive of a weight instead of length 
parameter.

3. Increase boater AIS compliance with fines for AIS that 
are at parity with Minnesota game & fish fines including 
authority to impound.

GCOLA is recommending increasing fines from $100 to 
$250 for drain plugs, from $500 to $1000 for prohibited 
species and a “third strike” rule for impound. This issue is 
the #2 priority for MNCOLA. Input from our legislators and 
MLR on this issue was as follows:
• Rep. Poston – Is supportive. Recommended adding signage 

at boat accesses for the fines.
• Rep. Heintzeman – Is supportive. Considers $1000 for the 

first prohibited species fine a hard sell for the legislature.

• Sen. Gazelka – Is supportive but is pessimistic. Wants to 
make sure we don’t get this wrong. Wants to be more lenient 
on the initial $1000 prohibited species fine.

• Sen. Ruud – Is supportive. Says there still are unbelievers 
regarding AIS and increased fines will get their attention.

• MLR – A bill will be forthcoming but the Senate Judiciary 
Committee might be a problem to get this passed.

4. No more stocking of muskies in the Gull Lake Chain.

GCOLA is working this as a local issue rather than a state-
wide issue. The Otter Tail County lakes are following 
the same strategy. We are seeking a 5-year moratorium on 
muskie stocking in the Gull Lake Chain and asking for an 
independent study on the sociological/economic impact and 
issues of muskie stocking in non-native lakes. Input from our 
legislators and MLR on this issue was as follows:
• Rep. Poston – Is supportive
• Rep. Heintzeman – Is supportive
• Sen. Gazelka – Has been supportive. Was very upset in 2016 

that DNR stocked muskies in Gull Lake when both the 

House and the Senate approved anti-stocking bills that were 
slightly different but ran out of time before a conference 
committee could work through the differences. He said the 
DNR ignored the Legislature.

• Sen. Ruud – Has not been supportive, has been in favor of 
muskie stocking in lakes selected by the DNR. Indicated 
that the DNR does not plan to stock muskies in any 
additional lakes. 

• MLR – Says this has good chance in the House but will not 
get traction in the Senate at the Environmental and Natural 
Resources Policy Committee, which Sen. Ruud chairs.

The Government Relations Committee will be working with 
MNCOLA and MLR as the legislative session progresses. 
We will meet with our local legislators at the State Capitol as 
needed and will also be participating in legislative committee 
meetings as bills for our issues are brought forward. As this 
short 2020 legislative session progresses, we will keep you 
informed on the progress of our priorities. Be active and let 
your legislators and our Committee know how you feel.



The Board wants to thank all the many members and friends of GCOLA 
for the generous support of our Endowment Fund and AIS Contingency 
Fund. With both funds we have over $489,000 available, if needed, for any 
new aquatic invasive species that might get introduced into our beloved Gull 
Chain of Lakes. 

In partnership with the Initiative Foundation, GCOLA established a perpetual 
Gull Chain Preservation Endowment Fund which included a $50,000 
matching grant from the Initiative Foundation. The fund is intended to 
provide long term funding to support the stewardship activities of GCOLA to 
preserve and improve the ecosystem of the Gull Chain off Lakes. It’s also a 
wonderful opportunity to leave a legacy for those who will enjoy 
this area for years to come.

Thank You!

12/31/2015
$ 65,000

12/31/2016
$ 85,000

12/31/2017
$ 105,000

12/31/2018
$ 130,000

12/31/2019
$ 152,000

AIS Contingency Fund

2625

$400,000 

$350,000 

$300,000 

$250,000 

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

$337,000 as of 
12/31/2019

Endowment Fund

Connect to the fastest 
internet in town, with speeds 
up to 1 Gig, that's 1,000 Mbps! 

(800) 753-9104  |  (218) 454-1234
goctc.com  |  

FUTURE 
PROOF YOUR 
HOME

Call today!

Believe that your best is yet to come.

HEART & VASCULAR CARE
LIKE NOWHERE ELSE

When you’ve been diagnosed with a life-threatening heart condition, believe that you can find award-winning 

cardiac care right here. From early detection to treatment, our expert care teams partner with you, offering access 

to advanced treatments in interventional cardiology, structural and valve disease and the latest clinical trials.

Because we believe that you can do this — and that you don’t have to do it alone.

St. Joseph’s Medical Center 
Marilyn Covey Heart & Vascular Center
218-828-7580 | EssentiaHealth.org

Join our team:
EssentiaCareers.org



IT’S ILLEGAL TO…
TRANSPORT aquatic plants, water, or prohibited invasive species (e.g., zebra mussels, Eurasian water milfoil).

DUMP  live bait into state waters, on the shore, or on the ground.

 

LAUNCH or attempt to place, watercraft or trailers with aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or prohibited           

invasive species into any waters of the state. 

IT’S THE LAW!
CLEAN visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited species off of watercraft, trailers, and equipment 

before transporting from any water access.

DRAIN water from the boat’s bilge, livewell, motor, ballast tanks, and portable bait containers before transport from 

water access site or shoreline property.

KEEP drain plug and water draining devices open while transporting watercraft.

THANK YOU….CASS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

27 28

From local author
Steven A. Carr

The quest for 
the Ojibwa treasure

Available from:
Amazon, Outskirts Press, and 

Madden Bros. Store.



You are all welcome to join us at our monthly Board of Directors’ meetings. We meet at Grand View Lodge on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. We usually adjourn around 10:00 a.m. 

Come see what we do. 

Steve
Allex

Uldis 
Birznieks

Jay 
Chaney

Jane
Edwards

Robert 
Eliason

Steve 
Frawley

Sue
Friedrichs

Linda 
Harrier

Chuck 
Herrig

John 
Ingleman

Sheila 
Johnston

Marv 
Meyer

Bob 
Toborg
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Dues for the lake association are $50 per year. They are payable anytime from January 1 – December 31. We are a 
501(c)3 nonprofit corporation which means that money donated by you is tax deductible. Contributions above the 
$50 dues are greatly appreciated. 

Please use this form and mail your dues to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 -or- log in to our website at 
https://www.gcola.org/shop to pay with your credit or debit card. 

If you are unsure if you are current with your dues, call Sue Friedrichs at 612-751-6156  or send an email to info@gcola.org to find out.  

First     Name(s): ______________________________Last     Name: __________________________________________

Company   Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________ State/Zip _____________________________________

Primary Phone: ________________________________ Alternate Phone: ________________________________

Email:________________________________________________________________________________________

Lake Address (if different than your mailing address) ___________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State/Zip _______________________________________

Lake Name ____________________________________ Location on Lake (side, bay, etc.) ____________________

Invited to join by (if applicable) __________________________________________________________________

2020 Gull Chain of Lakes Association Dues (January 1 to December 31)   $50.00
Additional Donations (Optional)
$____Aquatic Invasive Species Fund     $____Endowment Fund     $_____Buoy Fund     $_____Board Discretion
❑ Please keep my additional donation(s) anonymous
 Total Payment $________
 

❑ Check enclosed 

❑ Please bill my Credit Card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover)

Expiration Date_____________ Card Number. ______________________________ Amount $____________

Signature ________________________________________________

Please contact me via email regarding the following volunteer opportunities:

❑ AIS           ❑ Communications           ❑ Gala           ❑ Lake Steward Program           ❑ Government Relations 

❑ Loon Programs           ❑ Water Testing           ❑ Youth Boat Safety Class

Thank you for being a member! 

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association does not sell, trade, swap or in any other way use your data except for official 
GCOLA use. Gull Chain of Lakes is a 501(c)(3) corporation, Federal Tax ID #41-1272492.

Rosemary 
Goff



Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is allowed access to our Association member list and only 
for the purpose of mailing our newsletter.  They have issued the following confidentiality policy.

We have a strict policy of confidentiality.  We will not sell, 
trade, swap or in any other way use your list for anything ex-
cept mailing your newsletter.  We understand fully that you are 
the owner of the list and we simply have an electronic copy on 
our system for your use.  This policy is not just for the Gull 
Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied to all customers.
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• Purchases, installs and maintains one of the premier navigational buoy 
systems (90 buoys) in the State of Minnesota. This system is NOT 
provided by local law enforcement. We also install the no wake 
enforcement buoys for the sheriff ’s department.

• Provides free maps, with boating rules and regulation, at three public 
landings.

• Partners with Cass and Crow Wing county sheriffs to provides free boat 
safety training for approximately 75 youth per year. GCOLA also gives 
each participant a life jacket.

• Coordinates with the City of Lake Shore Police Department to provide 
water craft inspections for invasive species at the County Road 77 boat 
landing.

• Monitors lakes and streams running into the Gull Lake Chain for 
water quality. The samples are taken by GCOLA volunteers, with 
testing completed by licensed environmental labs. We have established 
a data base which helps us identify problems now and in the future and 
provide guidance for action plans.

• Conducts two inspections at 24 locations to look for aquatic invasive 
species (AIS).

• Takes weekly secchi disk readings during the summer to test the water 
clarity.

• Promotes lake shoreline restoration projects by providing matching 
grants for approved restoration projects. 

• Awards Lake Steward signs to property owners who have eliminated the 
use of lawn chemicals, have a shoreline buffer zone of native plants, and 
upland zone with trees, shrubs, and natural ground cover.

• Gives 500 native tree/bush seedlings to members every year.

• Works with county sheriffs on safety and enforcement issues including 
donations for night vision equipment, a range finder, and life jackets.

• Donates annually to the University of Minnesota Aquatic Invasive 
Species Research Center for zebra mussel research.

• Conducts a yearly loon count in the spring and late summer and 
promotes loon-safe boating.

• Issues four newsletters per year to keep members informed about 
association programs and important issues affecting the Gull Lake 
Chain.

• Maintains a website (www.gcola.org), a member group e-mail service and 
a Facebook page (@GullLakeChain) to provide timely communication.

• Oversees the Gull Chain Preservation Endowment Fund, managed by 
the Initiative Foundation, which provides long term funding to support 
the stewardship activities of GCOLA.

• Hosts an annual meeting and fundraising Gala in the summer.

• Fulfills AIS prevention needs including establishing a boat power wash 
station at the Gull Lake Recreation Area public access ramp managed 
by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

• Keeps apprised of lake issues and programs by maintaining memberships 
with the Association of Cass County Lakes, Brainerd Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce, Conservation Minnesota, Minnesota Coalition of Lake 
Associations, Minnesota Lakes & Rivers Association, Nisswa Chamber 
of Commerce, and Norther Waters Land Trust.

WHAT WE DO
YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION IS WORKING FOR YOU!

Adult Living

u Maintenance Free 

u On Whitebirch Golf Course 

u Single Level

u Resort Membership 

u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center 

u Shuttle Service

For more information 
or a tour, call Bob Spizzo

218-831-1706
Breezypointresort.com/townhomes

weshansonbuilders.com

Built to Excellence.  
Built to Last. 

Built to Please.

License #003452



Do you have photos you’ve taken around the Gull Lake chain you’d like to share with other members? We need pictures to 
be used in the GCOLA newsletter, website and Facebook. We have a shortage of fishing and boating snapshots so those are 
especially appreciated. You will be given credit for any photographs printed in the newsletter. Putting a caption with the 
picture is also helpful. Your snapshots can be sent at full size to Sue Friedrichs at info@gcola.org.

All photos should be supplied at the highest resolution/largest size possible, thank you.

Pileated – Dave Anderson
Sledding – Jay FifieldIce skating – TJ Bonnett
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NO ONE BUILDS LIKE NOR-SON.

See our award-winning homes at Nor-SonResidential.com

Voted BEST HOME BUILDER in the Brainerd Lakes Area!

BEST PEOPLE  BEST EXPERIENCE  BEST OUTCOME

 
 

DH Docks
www.dhdocks.com   

218-963-2566
instagram/facebook:

@dhdocksnisswa

MAKE YOUR 2020 RESERVATIONS TODAY!



PO Box 102
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

Please check out your newsletter on our website: 

GCOLA.ORG

Greg Bill & Holly Davis

Steven & Nancy Hanousek 

Keith Kleven

Tom & Nancy Lundeen

Mark & Julie Owens

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS


